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ITATIBA, Brazil—Brazil is stepping 
up its efforts to halt the illegal 
deforestation of the Amazon rain-
forest. 

Brazilian Environment Minister 
Izabella Teixeira said last week 
that the government has formed 
a special enforcement unit to 
address the issue. 

Dubbed the National Environ-
mental Security Force, the unit 
is operated jointly by the armed 
forces, the federal police, the 
National Public Security Force, 
and the Brazilian Institute of 
Environment and Renewable Nat-
ural Resources (IBAMA), a division 
of the Environment Ministry. 

According to the ministry, 
although September saw a 46 
percent decline in deforestation 
compared to August, there was a 
surge of 140 percent in deforesta-
tion in August compared to the 
previous month.

Some of the deforestation 
is because of drought due to 
warming temperatures; however, 
increased mining and illegal log-

ging and land grabbing are also 
major factors. 

The IBAMA pursued 226 ille-
gally grabbed properties between 
August and September, seizing 
75,120 acres of land, an area equiv-

alent to close to 58,000 football 
fields, while issuing 216.3 million 
reals ($106.3 million) in fines. The 
institute also seized 10,600 logs 
and 4,400 cubic meters of pro-
cessed wood. 

“The environmental crime is 
becoming more sophisticated,” 
Teixeira said according to a news 
release put out by the ministry. 
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With the ‘Chinese Regime in Crisis’ series, The Epoch Times has finally and indisputably 
arrived. Any China expert who wants to save face by pretending the paper doesn’t exist 
can continue to do so—for a little while anyway—but they had better be reading it in secret.

—Ethan Gutmann, award-winning author of Losing the New China
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A foreign policy adviser to Repub-
lican presidential candidate Mitt 
Romney said at a private fund-
raiser recently that the United 
States should “take on” the issue 
of organ harvesting of prison-
ers of conscience in communist 
China. 

Recently, Romney has on four 
separate occasions at public ral-
lies received letters from audi-
ence members detailing the Com-
munist Party’s abuses related to 
organ harvesting. His running 
mate, Paul Ryan, has also received 
such letters multiple times; and 
President Barack Obama was also 
handed a letter from a human 
rights supporter, caught in a 
memorable photograph by a close 
bystander.

At the private fundraiser in 
the Washington area on Oct. 11, 
John Bolton, a lawyer and former 
diplomat, and one of Romney’s 
foreign policy advisers, was asked 
what the United States should do 
about the evidence that Chinese 
security forces have been oversee-
ing the mass harvesting of organs 
from prisoners of conscience. 
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Goldman Sachs announced third-
quarter results Oct. 16, solidly 
beating Wall Street expectations. 
Q3 earnings per share came in 
at $2.85, well ahead of the $2.28 
expected by analysts. Gains in 
proprietary trading drove the bot-
tom line, as average 2012 worker 
compensation is poised to hit 
$404,172.

The investment bank delivered 
a strong rebound in 2012, after 
losing $0.84 per share in Q3 2011, 
a quarter that was marked by an 
accelerating crisis in the eurozone. 
In spite of soundly beating street 
expectations, Goldman shares 
dropped 1 percent Oct. 16 in what 
traders attribute to even higher 

“whisper” expectations after other 
big banks such as Wells Fargo and 
JP Morgan also reported solid 
earnings.
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Obama More Aggressive in 
Second Debate With Romney

President Barack Obama and Republican presidential nominee Mitt Romney conduct the second of three debates, Oct. 16. Voters 
asked questions to the candidates in a town hall format at Hofstra University in Hempstead, N.Y. 

Part of the construction site at the Belo Monte Dam complex in the Amazon basin on June 15.
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President Barack Obama and 
Republican nominee Gov. 
Mitt Romney faced off in 

another crucial debate in what 
has been an extremely tight 
presidential race. Pressure has 
been mounting on Obama to 
deliver a strong performance 

after he faced criticism for a rela-
tively weak showing in the first 
debate.

Obama came out much more 
aggressively in the second debate, 
defending his administration’s 
record as one that essentially 
saved the U.S. economy from the 
great economic collapse of 2008, 
while attacking Romney’s record 
and the comments he made dur-
ing his campaign.

The debate, held at Hofstra 
University in Hempstead, N.Y., 
used a town-hall format in which 
audience members, who were 

undecided voters, and a modera-
tor asked questions of the two 
candidates on domestic and for-
eign policy.

“Governor Romney doesn’t 
have a five-point plan; he has 
a one-point plan,” Obama said, 
referring to the Republican 
challenger’s economic plan to 
revive the American economy 
and claiming that Romney’s poli-
cies will mainly benefit the rich. 

“His prescription wasn’t going to 
work,” he said, adding, “That’s 
what’s been squeezing middle-
class families.”

Prior to that, Romney said that 
his plan would create 12 million 
jobs during his first term in office. 

“You took Detroit bankrupt,” he 
told Obama, referring to the presi-
dent’s policies in the automotive 
industry. Obama argued, “We 
would have lost a million jobs if 
there was no auto bailout.”

The exchange between the two 
led up to tit-for-tat attacks on 
America’s strategy for producing 
oil, natural gas, coal, and other 
forms of energy on federal lands.
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NEW YORK—As the unemploy-
ment rate in New York City contin-
ues to hover at nearly 10 percent, 
City Council members hope to 
amend local laws to remove one 
potential road block in the hiring 
process: poor credit reports.

In May, Councilman Brad Land-
er introduced Intro 857, which 

would prohibit discrimination 
in the hiring, firing, or promo-
tion process based on one’s con-
sumer credit history. On Tuesday, 
he stood alongside students at 
Borough of Manhattan Commu-
nity College to drum up support 
for the bill, which will soon be 
moved to a hearing before the 
City Council. 
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ITATIBA, Brazil—Brazil is stepping 
up its efforts to halt the illegal 
deforestation of the Amazon rain-
forest. 

Brazilian Environment Minister 
Izabella Teixeira said last week 
that the government has formed 
a special enforcement unit to 
address the issue. 

Dubbed the National Environ-
mental Security Force, the unit 
is operated jointly by the armed 
forces, the federal police, the 
National Public Security Force, 
and the Brazilian Institute of 
Environment and Renewable Nat-
ural Resources (IBAMA), a division 
of the Environment Ministry. 

According to the ministry, 
although September saw a 46 
percent decline in deforestation 
compared to August, there was a 
surge of 140 percent in deforesta-
tion in August compared to the 
previous month.

Some of the deforestation 
is because of drought due to 
warming temperatures; however, 
increased mining and illegal log-

ging and land grabbing are also 
major factors. 

The IBAMA pursued 226 ille-
gally grabbed properties between 
August and September, seizing 
75,120 acres of land, an area equiv-

alent to close to 58,000 football 
fields, while issuing 216.3 million 
reals ($106.3 million) in fines. The 
institute also seized 10,600 logs 
and 4,400 cubic meters of pro-
cessed wood. 

“The environmental crime is 
becoming more sophisticated,” 
Teixeira said according to a news 
release put out by the ministry. 
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A foreign policy adviser to Repub-
lican presidential candidate Mitt 
Romney said at a private fund-
raiser recently that the United 
States should “take on” the issue 
of organ harvesting of prison-
ers of conscience in communist 
China. 

Recently, Romney has on four 
separate occasions at public ral-
lies received letters from audi-
ence members detailing the Com-
munist Party’s abuses related to 
organ harvesting. His running 
mate, Paul Ryan, has also received 
such letters multiple times; and 
President Barack Obama was also 
handed a letter from a human 
rights supporter, caught in a 
memorable photograph by a close 
bystander.

At the private fundraiser in 
the Washington area on Oct. 11, 
John Bolton, a lawyer and former 
diplomat, and one of Romney’s 
foreign policy advisers, was asked 
what the United States should do 
about the evidence that Chinese 
security forces have been oversee-
ing the mass harvesting of organs 
from prisoners of conscience. 
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Goldman Sachs announced third-
quarter results Oct. 16, solidly 
beating Wall Street expectations. 
Q3 earnings per share came in 
at $2.85, well ahead of the $2.28 
expected by analysts. Gains in 
proprietary trading drove the bot-
tom line, as average 2012 worker 
compensation is poised to hit 
$404,172.

The investment bank delivered 
a strong rebound in 2012, after 
losing $0.84 per share in Q3 2011, 
a quarter that was marked by an 
accelerating crisis in the eurozone. 
In spite of soundly beating street 
expectations, Goldman shares 
dropped 1 percent Oct. 16 in what 
traders attribute to even higher 

“whisper” expectations after other 
big banks such as Wells Fargo and 
JP Morgan also reported solid 
earnings.
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Obama More Aggressive in 
Second Debate With Romney

President Barack Obama and Republican presidential nominee Mitt Romney conduct the second of three debates, Oct. 16. Voters 
asked questions to the candidates in a town hall format at Hofstra University in Hempstead, N.Y. 

Part of the construction site at the Belo Monte Dam complex in the Amazon basin on June 15.
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President Barack Obama and 
Republican nominee Gov. 
Mitt Romney faced off in 

another crucial debate in what 
has been an extremely tight 
presidential race. Pressure has 
been mounting on Obama to 
deliver a strong performance 

after he faced criticism for a rela-
tively weak showing in the first 
debate.

Obama came out much more 
aggressively in the second debate, 
defending his administration’s 
record as one that essentially 
saved the U.S. economy from the 
great economic collapse of 2008, 
while attacking Romney’s record 
and the comments he made dur-
ing his campaign.

The debate, held at Hofstra 
University in Hempstead, N.Y., 
used a town-hall format in which 
audience members, who were 

undecided voters, and a modera-
tor asked questions of the two 
candidates on domestic and for-
eign policy.

“Governor Romney doesn’t 
have a five-point plan; he has 
a one-point plan,” Obama said, 
referring to the Republican 
challenger’s economic plan to 
revive the American economy 
and claiming that Romney’s poli-
cies will mainly benefit the rich. 

“His prescription wasn’t going to 
work,” he said, adding, “That’s 
what’s been squeezing middle-
class families.”

Prior to that, Romney said that 
his plan would create 12 million 
jobs during his first term in office. 

“You took Detroit bankrupt,” he 
told Obama, referring to the presi-
dent’s policies in the automotive 
industry. Obama argued, “We 
would have lost a million jobs if 
there was no auto bailout.”

The exchange between the two 
led up to tit-for-tat attacks on 
America’s strategy for producing 
oil, natural gas, coal, and other 
forms of energy on federal lands.
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NEW YORK—As the unemploy-
ment rate in New York City contin-
ues to hover at nearly 10 percent, 
City Council members hope to 
amend local laws to remove one 
potential road block in the hiring 
process: poor credit reports.

In May, Councilman Brad Land-
er introduced Intro 857, which 

would prohibit discrimination 
in the hiring, firing, or promo-
tion process based on one’s con-
sumer credit history. On Tuesday, 
he stood alongside students at 
Borough of Manhattan Commu-
nity College to drum up support 
for the bill, which will soon be 
moved to a hearing before the 
City Council. 
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NEW YORK—After clashing with 
taxi regulators, tech company 
Uber announced Tuesday it will 
shut down its yellow taxi hailing 
service, for now.

The service allows taxi riders to 
hail taxis through smartphones, 
making for easier connections 
and expanding taxi service out-
side of the Manhattan Central 
Business District—which most 
drivers stay within—because 
drivers could be guaranteed a 
return fare through the applica-
tion (app), according to Uber. 

But existing contracts that the 
Taxi and Limousine Commis-
sion, which governs the city’s 
taxi industry, has with payment 
system providers prohibit taxi 
app hailing technology, accord-
ing to the commission.

Officials have said they want to 

open the market to app develop-
ers and are working on changing 
the rules with a draft plan avail-
able as soon as November (the 
contracts expire in February). 

“We are committed to mak-
ing it as easy as possible to get 
a safe, legal ride in a New York 
City taxi, and are excited to see 
how emerging technology can 
improve that process,” said David 
Yassky, commissioner of the enti-
ty, in an emailed statement.

Travis Kalanick, co-founder 
and CEO of Uber, said in a blog 
post on the company’s website 
that in a beta test of the yellow 
taxi service 160 participating 
drivers made more money than 
usual, with one driver making 
$168 extra in one day. 

But “demand far out-stripped 
supply,” he said. “We did the best 
we could to get more yellows on 
the road but New York’s TLC (Taxi 
and Limousine Commission) put 
up obstacles and roadblocks in 

order to squash the effort around 
e-hail, which they privately have 
said is legal under the rules. We’ll 
bite our tongues and keep our 

frustration here to ourselves.”
Other taxi app companies 

such as Hailo and GetTaxi have 
worked with the commission in 

developing new laws but Uber 
has not, instead criticizing the 
commission. Yet Kalanick said 
they hope to come back into the 

city next year after the regula-
tions are changed.

Uber operates legally in other 
cities such as San Francisco but 
has run into similar trouble in 
Washington, D.C.

Uber still operates a similar 
application for the city’s black 
cabs, which are only legally 
allowed to pick up customers 
through dispatch.

Alfred LaGasse, CEO of the 
Taxicab, Limousine & Paratransit 
Association, who has been critical 
of Uber and other “rogue apps,” 
said in a statement that Uber 
should obey regulations. 

“The regulations aren’t there as 
suggestions,” LaGasse said. “Yet 
in almost every market where 
Uber operates, it acts as if rules 
don’t apply to them. That’s bad 
for public safety, it’s a poor busi-
ness model, and I believe that 
elected officials across North 
America are beginning to under-
stand this.”

Taxi Hailing App Shuts Down

Uber, a tech company that provides taxi hailing applications, announced Oct. 16 it would shut 
down its yellow taxi hailing application, which regulators have criticized for running quasi-
legally.
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Bill Would Ban Credit Checks by Employers
CREDIT CHECKS CONTINUED
FROM A1

“There is not one shred of evi-
dence that folks who have bad 
credit reports would be anything 
less than very good employees,” 
Councilman Lander said, adding 
that credit agencies have also 
admitted that.

With the cost of higher educa-
tion rising, students have paid 
particular attention to the pro-
posed legislation. 

Councilman Dan Garodnick, 
one of 35 council members co-
signing Intro 857, said the cost of 
a four-year degree was 18 percent 
of average household income in 
2000. Today that cost has risen 
to 25 percent. 

To cover the increased costs, 
many students take out loans to 
pay for college, banking on secur-
ing a job to cover the loan pay-
ment after college. For some, the 
tough economy has led to longer 
than expected unemployment, 

and they have had to default on 
their loans. 

“Now you are looking for a job 
and the fact that you have out-
standing debt could be the very 
roadblock to obtaining employ-
ment and starting to repay your 

debts,” said Garodnick.
In addition to students, the 

proposed legislation would 
protect all residents in the five 
boroughs whose credit scores 
were blemished for any 
reason. 

Employers Relying on Credit 
Scores
Until 2010, the use of credit reports 
to determine employment was a 
growing trend, something Landers 
believes is due to credit agencies 
soliciting companies to purchase 

credit reports. 
In a 2010 survey conducted by 

the Society of Human Resource 
Management (SHRM), 40 per-
cent of those polled answered 

“no” when asked if their organiza-
tion considered credit reports in 
employment. 

The practice of using credit 
reports for hiring has dropped 
recently, however, according to a 
July 2012 report by SHRM, which 
showed 53 percent of those sur-
veyed answered “no” when asked 
if their organization considered 
credit reports in employment.

A representative from SHRM 
said they believe the drop was 
due to employers focusing more 
on other qualifications during 
the hiring process and the fact 
the practice has been outlawed in 
eight states in the United States.

Accurate Reflection
The council members who support 
Intro 857 question using credit 
reports in the hiring process due to 

so many claims of false reports.
Paul Oster, owner of Better Qual-

ified, a credit repair and protection 
company, said credit reports can 
be a good way to measure the 300 
million people in the American 
public; but research has shown 
70 percent of the reports have 
false claims, so better regulation 
is needed to ensure accuracy. 

“Everyone is trying to use a mea-
suring tool to figure out if some-
one is capable of completing a job 
or who the best candidate is for the 
job,” Oster said. “I don’t find fault 
with the dairy. I find fault with the 
system itself. It is flawed at best.”

Oster said the data is terribly 
maintained and updated, leading 
to a lengthy process for citizens 
who have false information on 
their reports. 

The Epoch Times attempted to 
reach out to TransUnion, one of 
the three major credit reporting 
agencies, for this article. However, 
TransUnion did not return a call 
or email by press time.

Shadae Blair, student government senator at Borough of 
Manhattan Community College.
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There is not one 
shred of evidence 
that folks who have 
bad credit reports 
would be anything 
less than very good 
employees.
COUNCILMAN LANDER


